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In the eighth action-packed thriller in the New York Times bestselling Pike Logan series, ISIS, the

most maniacal terrorist organization the modern world has ever seen, is poised to make their most

audacious strike yet. The United States has anticipated and averted countless attacks from terrorist

groupsâ€”thanks in large part to the extralegal counterterrorist unit known as the Taskforce. But in

The Insider Threat, a much more insidious evil is about to shatter the false sense of safety

surrounding civilized nations. While world powers combat ISIS on the battlefield, a different threat is

set in motion by the groupâ€”one that canâ€™t be defeated by an airstrike. Off the radar of every

Western intelligence organization, able to penetrate America or any European state, they intend to

commit an act of unimaginable barbarity. Only Pike Logan and the Taskforce stand in the way of an

attack no one anticipates, a grand deception that will wreak unthinkable chaos and reverberate

throughout the Western world.
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Brad Taylor builds his Taskforce novels using a reliable formula. Pike's team is sent on a mission.

The Oversight Council squabbles about the mission. Pike is ordered not to do something and he



ignores the order so that he can complete the mission or he changes the mission to save lives or to

save a team member. Pike's team members (particularly Knuckles) are wary of Pike's relationship

with Jennifer and Jennifer is wary of their testosterone-laden view of the world. The Insider Threat

follows that formula. It is about average for a Taskforce novel, which makes it better than most other

thrillers about Americans who save the world from terrorists using their wits, high tech gadgetry, and

state-of-the-art weapons.Although the key bad guys in The Insider Threat are recruits of Islamic

State, they are also Americans. Three of them escaped from a Florida reform school and consider

their Islamic State recruitment to be joining another gang, albeit one that will give greater meaning

to their violence. That's a clever spin that allows Taylor to avoid the obvious plots that burden similar

thrillers, but I can't say he ever sold me on this one. Disenfranchised Americans do join radical

causes, both foreign and domestic, but the motivation for these particular young men to give their

allegiance (and lives) to Islamic State seems a bit thin.Still, the plot is fun and the Lost Boys' target

-- which becomes known to the reader with only a hundred pages remaining -- is not what I

expected. Brad Taylor continues to avoid stereotyping when he creates his bad guys. They are

always unique individuals with complex and convincing motivations, unlike the terrorist caricatures

found in most novels of this nature.
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